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THE MONEY OF FOLLY AND ITS ORIGIN. 





EADERS of the Yournal will probably recall the appearance 
in our pages of occasional references to a singular group 
of pieces, generally struck or cast in lead, known abroad 
as ‘‘ The Money of Folly,” but which are rarely if ever seen 
by American collectors; indeed we cannot recall the ap- 
pearance of a single specimen at any sale, and in such 

inquiries as we have been able to make, we have not succeeded in learning 
of any American cabinet which contains one. ‘They are, except in the north- 
ern portion of France, and in a few places across its border, almost equally 
rare on the Continent. Few numismatists have thought them worthy of 
notice, yet there is a quaintness about them in the devices they bear,— often 
rebuses difficult of elucidation except by one thoroughly familiar with the 
dialectic peculiarities and the provincial accent of that part of France where 
they have usually been found— which, with the fact that they afford some 
light on very singular mediaeval customs, seems to justify a more careful study 
than they have hitherto received. 

The volume to which reference was made in the Yournal for October, 
1897, entitled ‘“‘Unknown Money of the Bishops of the Innocents and of 
Fools, and of several other Singular Associations of the same Period,”' is the 
chief source of information concerning them, and perhaps exhausts the sub- 
ject, though it was published more than sixty years ago, and, so far as we 
know, remains almost the sole contribution® to the literature of the topic. 
The initials of the writers are all that appear on the title page, but the author- 
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1 Monnaies Inconnues des Evéques des Innocens, des 
Fous, et de Quelques Autres Associations Singuliéres 
du Méme Temps, recueillies et décrites par M. M. J. R., 
d’Amiens [M. J. Rigollot]; avec des notes, et une in- 
troduction sur les espéces de plomb, le personnage de 
fou, et les rébus dans le moyen age, par M. C. L. [C. 
Leber.] Paris, Merlin, Libraire, Quai des Augustins, 
No. 7. 1837. The volume is a small octavo, of pp. 
Clvi, 220, beside plates. 


2 Accounts of the ceremonials are given by Du Cange 
in his Glossary, under different terms — Festum Asino- 
rum, Kalendae, Cervulo: by Du Radier, in his Réeréa- 
tions Historiques; by Turner, in his History of England, 
p. 367—and others. In England and Scotland the 
Feasts of the Innocents were celebrated, but leaden 
money does not appear to have been used, and after 
the Reformation at least, the Churches were not pro- 
faned by their rites. 
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ship was well known, and admitted. The work which they jointly prepared, 
illustrated with about fifty copper-plates, has careful descriptions and engrav- 
ings of the devices on upwards of one hundred of these pieces, which were 
made from originals in the cabinet of one of the writers. In addition to these 
it contains a very full Introduction, discussing the use of the term ‘‘ Money ” 
as applied to tokens of this character; of pieces of lead, generally, with an 
interesting sketch of the personage of the “ Fool,” and a study of the Rebus 
of the Middle Ages, by M. Leber. His familiarity with the latter topic en- 
ables him to explain quite a number of these somewhat grotesque assemblages 
of emblems, designed to amuse and puzzle those among whom the money 
was scattered, and which in nearly every case had some local character that 
made its meaning unintelligible without a guide to explain the mystery. A 
cut of one of these pieces, with an interesting discussion of its meaning, by 
the late M. Rouyer, was printed in the Yournal for October, 1897,' and its 
true significance most ingeniously as well as most satisfactorily explained. 
From the expressions of interest which that paper evoked we have been led 
to believe that some further notes on these pieces and their origin would be 
welcomed by our readers, and we propose to describe a few of them, drawing 
our facts from the work cited, which has never been translated into English, 
and is not to be found in any of our Public Libraries, so far as we can dis- 
cover. 

It is well known to antiquarians, especially those who are familiar with 
the ecclesiastical history of the Middle Ages, that in the centuries before the 
Reformation the custom of celebrating the Christmas Feast and the holidays 
until Epiphany,— or ‘“ Twelfth-Night” as it was anciently called in England,— 
had gradually deteriorated until they became occasions of revelry and wild 
dissipation. As the season approached it was customary, as early as the 
twelfth century, and very likely from a much earlier period, for the choristers, 
the sub-deacons,’ and even some of the higher ranks of the clergy, to meet 
and elect a ‘‘ Bishop of the Innocents,” often a child. He was duly vested with 
the various emblems of his office,— the pastoral staff, the mitre, and the epis- 
copal robes ; and on the ‘‘ Feast of the Holy Innocents,” which occurs three 
days after Christmas (December 28), he was enthroned, often after a public 
procession, in the Bishop’s chair in the Cathedral. As the festive party 
proceded through the streets, entered the Church, and moved up to the 
High Altar for the customary ceremonials, money of lead was scattered 
among the crowds of spectators, in burlesque of the more valuable gifts 
which followed an actual investiture of a duly consecrated Bishop. 

1 The piece discussed by M. Rouyer is given with 2 “Sub-deacons” were young candidates for the 
a different explanation by Leber in the volume cited priesthood, who had received their first step in holy 
above; the article which was printed in the /Journa/ orders, but “their conduct was expressed, through the 


originally appeared in the Revue Belge from which it conversion of a pun, by the term saoudiacres, or diacres 
was translated for our pages. saouls, drunken deacons.” 
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How far the ceremonies of these feasts had degenerated just before they 
were stopped by the energetic action of the chief princes of the Church we 
may learn from a French writer,’ who gives the following extract from a letter 
written by an eye-witness at Aix, on the Feast of the Innocents, in 1645 :— 


I have seen, in some monasteries in this province, extravagancies solemnized, 
which the pagans would not have practiced. Neither the clergy, nor the guardians, 
indeed, go to the choir on this day, but all is given up to the lay brethren, the cabbage- 
cutters, the errand-boys, the cooks and scullions, the gardeners: in a word, all the 
menials fill their places in the church, and insist that they perform the offices proper 
for the day. They dress themselves with all the sacerdotal ornaments, but torn to 
rags, Or wear them inside out; they hold in their hands the books reversed or side- 
ways, which they pretend to read with large spectacles without glasses, and to which 
they fix the shells of scooped oranges, which renders them so hideous that one must 
have seen these madmen to form a notion of their appearance; particularly, while 
dangling the censers, they keep shaking them in derision, and letting the ashes fly 
about their heads and faces, one against the other. In this equipage they neither sing 
hymns, nor psalms, nor masses ; but numble a certain gibberish, as shrill and squeak- 
ing as a herd of pigs whipped on to market. 


It was also the custom as early as the thirteenth century, in the Cathe- 
drals of Amiens, Laon, Noyon, and several others, to choose not only a Child- 
bishop of the Innocents, and to appropriate funds from the income of the 
Church to be spent in carrying out the revel, but also a “‘ Pope of Fools,” who 
was not infrequently surrounded by his College of Cardinals; not satisfied 
even with this, we find that at Noyon, on the Vigil of the Nativity, the 
curates elected not merely a Pope, as at Amiens and Senlis, but a “ King of 
Fools” as well. Sometimes the election was held on the octave of Christ- 
mas—the Feast of the Circumcision, January 1, and the ceremonies took 
place on the eve of the Epiphany. At these ‘‘ Festivals of Misrule,” which 
too often ended in wild carousals, the ‘ Pope,” or the monarch, graciously 
dispensed his worthless gifts of imitative coins, as did the Bishops of the 
Innocents. 

Frequent references to these occasions are found on the records of the 
Continental Cathedrals, and the amount expended is often named. In 1408 
the Canons of the Church of St. Peter at Lille, voted ‘‘a crown of gold and 
forty-one sous” for the occasion of the enthronement of the Child-bishop ; 
in 1479 the chapter at Rheims paid the cost of the performance; in 1537 the 
collegiate Church of Saint Rieul voted to assume the expenses of the “ Little 
Bishop,” while in more than one case some of the clergy who disapproved of 
the mummeries, were fined or imprisoned for their action. Rigollot cites a 
large number of votes of a similar character to the foregoing, but these are 
enough to show the custom. The better opinion of the clergy, and especially 
1 Thiers, Zraité des Jeux, Pp. 449. 
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of the higher orders whose solemn functions were so grievously burlesqued, 
frowned upon the practice ; they endeavored to prevent the grosser excesses, 
but it was difficult to put a stop to sports which had been in vogue for 
centuries. It was positively forbidden to engage in them at Amiens in 
1548, but the decree was often evaded. At Péronne the custom lasted into 
the seventeenth century, and until a much later date the people of Ham 
and a few other places had their Prince of Fools. 

It is difficult to decide which of the two ceremonies is the older; but 
there can be no doubt that both were derived from the Roman Saturnalia,— 
those licentious festivities called the December liberties,’ which began at a 
period nearly identical with Christmas-tide, so that as Selden, in his “ Table- 
Talk” observes, ‘‘ Christmas succeeds the Saturnalia; there is the same time, 
the same number of holy-days; then the master waited upon the servant, like 
the Lord of Misrule.” 

With reference to the Feast of Fools it may be said that as the Feast of 
the Innocents was ecclesiastic in its surroundings, and instituted by the 
Church officials, so that of the Fools was instituted, so far as can be discov- 
ered, by laymen —the nobles, — as their contribution to the diversions of the 
hour, who were countenanced by the consent of the clergy to open their 
churches, and even to contribute towards the cost. From a very early period 
it was the custom of the mediaeval princes to attach to their courts a jester, 
usually called a ‘ fool,” who was sometimes a man suffering from some slight 
derangement of mind, but more frequently perhaps, one who was expected 
to amuse an idle hour by his jests or his follies. This practice dates certainly 
from the time of Charles V, of France, and some writers claim for it a much 
greater antiquity; the reader will doubtless recall the faithful Wamba of 
Ivanhoe, who, though styled the ‘‘ Witless,” showed a wonderful shrewdness 
on occasion. ‘The custom lasted as late as the reign of Louis XIV, whose 
jester L’Angeli, according to Du Radier,— who gives a long catalogue of these 
officials of French princes,— is the last recorded. A relic of the practice is 
found even at the present day in the clowns of the modern circus, whose 
mingled wit and folly delight the rustic mind, and amuse the juvenile attend- 
ants on the “great moral show.” 

As the Child-bishops were decked in burlesque ecclesiastical vestments, 
and granted liberties which early fell into license, so the buffoons had their 
privileges, their peculiar ornaments, and their distinctive dress. For a scep- 
tre, they were given the “ marotte,” a short staff usually adorned with bells 
and surmounted with a head like that of Punch; they were armed with a sword 
of gilded wood, and wore a peculiar cap somewhat resembling the cowl of 
the monk, which was also frequently furnished with bells, a short cloak, and 
a belted jacket having long points in place of skirts; the whole was evi- 


1 See Horace, Satires, Book 11: Sat. vii. 
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dently designed as a parody upon the rich costumes of the noble and the 
ecclesiastic,— often extravagant in style and always striking in its glowing 
colors of scarlet, yellow and green. In some of the celebrations the Child- 
bishop wore instead of a mitre the peculiar head-dress which was a distinc- 
tive badge of the jester, and a similar covering was assumed by his compan- 
ions, as if to show the folly of their amusement. Examples of both of these 
styles of head-dress are found upon the coins of the Innocents. In the 
discharge of his functions the jester showed no respect to rank and even less 
regard for sacred things. He did not hesitate to invade the Church in his 
Christmas revels, and to caricature its most sacred rites; and such was the 
laxity of the times that he was bold indeed who dared to rebuke the profana- 
tion. ‘The pastoral staff of the Bishop was crossed by the marotte of 
Momus, and the fillet of the princes of the Church encircled the capuchon of 
the jester.” 

We find that the two customs — that of the choice of a Child-bishop and 
that of the election of the Prince or Pope of Fools — bore many close resem- 
blances, especially in the peculiar coins which were freely dispensed in the 
orgies ; very few of the coins of the King or Pope of the Fools, or of the 
‘‘ Abbots of Unreason,” as their officers were called in Scotland, have come 
down to us.  Rigollot does not appear to have obtained many of them; 
with the possible exception of two or three (Nos. 23, 36, etc.), which may 
allude to the Feast of Fools, most of those he describes seem to belong to 
the “Innocents.” The obverse of No. 23 has the figure of a bishop stand- 
ing, mitred, and wearing the chasuble; his right hand is extended as if in 
benediction, and in his left he holds a simple cross (not the crosier, or pastoral 
staff, but having a single cross-bar at the top) ; the thumb and two fingers of 
his hand are very prominent, leaving little doubt of the intention of the 
designer to ridicule the act. Legend: MONETA™ ARCHIEPI : SCTI : FIRMINI fol- 
lowed by an ornament resembling a crown [Money of the Archbishop of 
St. Firmin]. Reverse, Two figures, one of whom is vested in the costume 
of a fool, having on his head the “capuchon” with long ears and point, 
and wearing the peculiar jacket with pointed skirts described above; in his 
right hand he holds the marotte and his left clasps the hand of another 
figure opposite, dressed in a short habit such as was worn by the laymen 
of the period. Legend: NICOLAVS * GAVDRAM * ARCHIEPVS * 1520 « [ Probably 
the name of the official, Nicholas Gaudram, Archbishop. | 

There are some curious points about this piece which have not been 
determined ; it will be seen that there is no allusion to the Innocents in the 
legends, which is frequently though not invariably placed upon their coins; 
it probably belongs to the parish of St. Firmin’s, in Amiens, but the Bishop 
of Amiens was not a Metropolitan, and the Faculty of Theology at Paris had 
forbidden the assumption of the title of Archbishop of Innocents by the 
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revellers; it is therefore possible, though hardly probable, that this marks an 
evasion of their decree, by a ‘‘ Feast of Fools” instead of ‘‘ Innocents.” 

Rigollot gives engravings of several other pieces whose legends do not 
name the Innocents, some of which bear rebuses that have not been deciph- 
ered, and perhaps among those, there are pieces of the Feast of Fools as well 
as those of its congener, that of the Child-bishop. It is easy to see that the 
money of the latter occasions, which were recognized for centuries by the 
clergy, and the event entered upon their parish records, might have been 
preserved with more care than those of the fools, whose burlesques were 
more irregular in celebration, and by sufferance often conducted under the 
protection of laymen. It is probable that it would be easier to-day to obtain 
a small collection of the far more ancient pieces of lead, used in the Roman 
Saturnalia, than of the mock coinage of the fools of the medieval period. 

Ficoroni, in his work entitled “7 Ptombi Antichi” [Ancient Lead 
Money], published in 1740, describes a large number of the Roman pieces 
which he had gathered,’ and D'Israeli, in his paper on the ‘“‘ Expressions of 
Suppressed Opinion” (Curiosities of Literature), gives us a brief account of 
some of these, taken from Ficoroni; he says: — 


‘‘ Among the whimsical regulations in favor of the licentious rabble there was 
one which forbade the circulation of money; if any one offered the coin of the State 
it was to be condemned as an act of madness, and the man was brought to his senses 
by a penitential fast for that day.... The mob lords, to ridicule the idea of money, 
used the basest metals, stamping them with grotesque figures or odd devices — such 
as a sow; a chimerical bird; an imperator in his car with a monkey behind him; or 
an old woman’s head, Acca Laurentia, either the traditional old nurse of Romulus, or 
an old courtesan of the same name who bequeathed the fruits of her labors to the 
Roman people! As. all things were done in mockery, this base metal is stamped with 
s. c., to ridicule the Sevatus Consulto which Baudelot de Dairval in de /’Utilité des 
Voyages explains in the true spirit of this government of mockery, Saturnalinm con- 
sulto, agreeing with the legend of the reverse, inscribed in the midst of four ¢a/7 or 
bones, which they used as dice, ‘ Qui ludit arram det, quod satis est,’ i.e. Let him 
who plays give a pledge which will be sufficient.” 


The obverse of Rigollot’s No. 36 has two grotesque male figures, one of 
whom is either seated, or represented with very short legs and standing on 
a curious platform ; opposite is a larger figure, taking his hand; both have 
large heads, out of proportion to their bodies; the smaller figure has the 
costume of a layman of the period, and the other the fool’s cap, with ears, a 
jacket belted around the waist and having pointed skirts, while above is a 
figure difficult to describe; Rigollot calls it a canopy, but it rather re- 
sembles an open pod with four peas! Legend, MAIsTRE-IACOBI-HOBE- EPI- 


1 Pinkerton, in referring to Ficoroni, regrets that class, or named. A special work on them would be 
“ Such curious remains have almost escaped the notice a acceptable.” This was more than half a century 
of medallists, and have not yet been arranged in one before Leber and Rigollot. 
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Hobe anglice, was one of the Bishops of Fools at the Church of St. Germain 
of Amiens. On the reverse appears an ornate cross formed of fleurs-de-lis, 
within an equally ornate quatrefoil. Legend, sir: NOMEN : DNI : BENEDICTVM : 
1515: [Blessed be the name of the Lord. ] 

The chief reason for considering that this and No. 23 may belong to the 
Feast of Fools rather than to that of the Innocents, is, as indicated above, 
the absence of reference to the latter, and the figures of fools which they 
bear. In other cases the distinction is even more difficult to discover, so 
great was the similarity of the ceremonials. An example of one which, by 
its devices, etc., might be assigned to either class, is his No. 58, the obverse 
of which shows a Bishop with chasuble, mitre and crosier, standing facing, 
while standing beside him at his left is a fool in the conventional costume - 
over their heads isan object somewhat similar to the so-called canopy on the 
preceding, but like that having no visible means of support. Legend, as 
printed (this differs from the engraving, which has T for G) QOCVQAS - LIGAVE- 
RIS-S ... -ERIT [Said by Rigollot to signify, Whatsoever thou shalt bind on 
earth, etc.] The legend is imperfect, for a portion of the piece, which may 
have borne the words super terram, has been broken off. It evidently refers 
to the words of our Lord to St. Peter, and was not improbably selected be- 
cause of the name of the mock Bishop, as everything which brought ridicule 
on the sacred functions of the ministry of the Church was freely and unscrup- 
ulously used on these occasions, thus proving the words of the wise King 
Solomon, ‘‘ Fools make a mock at sin.” (Prov. xiv: 9.) The reverse shows 
an armorial shield of which the only charge distinguishable is a chevron be- 
tween roses (?); the shield is surmounted bya cross. Legend, Mon. PETRI: 
PAUTIE-EPI-I...NTVM- [Money of Peter Pautie, Bishop of the Innocents. ] 
The legend of the reverse shows that it was made for a Bishop of the Inno- 
cents, while the obverse device shows with equal clearness that the two rites 
of folly were closely interlinked. The place of origin is not given. 

On No. 68 we find a similar coat-of-arms, with a chevron between three 
roses or cinquefoils ; the shield is superimposed on a cross fleury. Legend, 
MONETA (the remainder lacking), and on the reverse a fool in costume and a 
Bishop vested, similar to the preceding but in different positions; the piece 
is badly worn, making description difficult ; ANTHONNIVS-TALMAR-EP... - is a 
part of the legend surrounding the arms. These marked similarities seem to 


hint at a common origin. W. T. R. M. 


{To be concluded.]} 
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sctl:G The meaning, is probably, that the person named, Master James 
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MEXICAN IMPERIAL COINAGE. 


BY BENJAMIN BETTS. 


(Continued from Volume XXXIII, page 75.] 


10. Obdverse. Head in profile to left, very much like No. 4, but better 
executed, and the beard rather longer. Beneath the head c. T (engraver’s 
initials). Reverse. Wreath heavy as in No. 4, but much superior in detail 
and execution. Silver, copper-gilt and white metal. Size 35. 

11. Obdverse. Very much the same as No. 3, but without name or 
initials beneath the head. Reverse. About the same also as No. 3, but the 
wreath is heavier and much finer in detail; at bottom NAVALON. G. (name of 
engraver). Silver and copper. Size 33. 

12. Obdverse. From the same die as the last. Reverse. A heavy, 
closed oak wreath, the stems crossed and tied with ribbons; in the field an 
inscription in three lines, aL | MeRITO | crviL [For civil merit, 2. e. as distin- 
guished from military achievement]; and at bottom navaton. G. Silver and 
copper. Size 33. 

13. Obverse. Very nearly the same as No. 9, but from a slightly dif- 
ferent die. Reverse. Within a heavy closed laurel wreath an inscription in 
three lines at | MERITO | ClvIL; and at bottom s. N. G.; without eye for ring. 
Silver and copper. Size 15. 

14. Obverse. Head of Maximilian in profile to left, with moustache, 
and heavy, pointed beard. Beneath the head n. p (designer's initials), 1865 
OCAMPO. G (name of engraver). Legend: MAXIMILIANO EMPERADOR; the whole 
surrounded by a border of small pellets. Reverse. The Virgin of Guadaloupe 
standing within an oval of clouds, at her feet an angel; to the left, close to 
the border, N. p. and to the right s. G. (designer’s and engraver’s initials). 
Legend: to left, NON FECIT TALITER to right, OMNI NATIONI ### [“ He hath 
not dealt so with any nation.” Psalter cxlvii: 20, Vulgate]; a border of small 
pellets as on obverse. Silver and copper. Size 28. 

15. Obdverse. Heads of Maximilian and Carlotta, jugata, in profile 
to left, the Emperor's head about the same as in No. 14. Beneath the heads, 
to the left, NAVALON D. to the right, ocampo G.; between the names is the date 
1865 Legend: MAXIMILIANO Y CARLOTA EMPERADORES A border of very small 
pellets surrounds all. Reverse. The Virgin of Guadaloupe as in No. 14; at 
the bottom a. sprriTu. G (the engraver’s name). Legend: the same as No. 
14, but there are only two stars at the end. Silver and copper. Size 33. 

16. Odverse. Very similar to the last, but the top of Maximilian’s 
head is not so flat, and the letters of the legend, and date 1866, are larger. 
Reverse. Exactly the same as No. 15 and apparently from the same die. 
Silver and copper. Size 33. 
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17. Obdverse. Bust of Maximilian nearly facing, but turned slightly to 
the right, with moustache and full beard; that on the chin being divided and 
flowing to right and left. He is in military costume, with mantle of ermine, 
scarf, and collar of the Golden Fleece; three decorations adorn the left breast, 
and an epaulet appears upon the left shoulder. Legend: to left, MAx KAISER 
and to right, von Mexico’. A border of small pellets surrounds all. Reverse. 
Bust of Carlotta crowned, and facing three-quarters to left, with mantle of 
ermine; the hair in ringlets falling over the shoulders. Legend: to left, 
CHARLOTTE KAISERIN and to right, von MExIco No engraver’s name or initials. 
A border of small pellets as on obverse. White metal. Size 33.’ 

18. Obdverse. Head of the Emperor to the right, very much as in No. 
11, except that the point of the beard is divided. Beneath the head, nava.on. 
D ocaMpo. G Legend: MAXIMILIANO EMPERADOR DE MEXICO everse. A 
handsome wreath of laurel and oak, the stems crossed at bottom and tied 
with ribbon. In the field the inscription in five lines aL | MERITO | CIENTIFI- 
co | y| artistico [For scientific and artistic merit.] Silver and copper. 
Size 46. 

19. Obverse. From the same die as the last. Reverse. A wreath of 
laurel, the stems crossed and tied with ribbon, the ends of which are pro- 
longed, and nearly touch the rim at bottom; the field is blank. Legend: 
HONOR A LA JUVENTUD EsTuUDIOSA [Honor to studious youth.] Copper. Size 
46. 

20. Obverse. A winged figure, seated on clouds and recording in an 
open book. Legend: A LA APLICACION PREMIO DE HONOR | Reward of honor 
for application or faithful study.] Reverse. In wreath, LA AUTORIDAD POLITICA 
DE MEXICO | Literally, the political authority, z. e. the Government of Mexi- 
co.?|_ This medal was by vivier and designed for distribution in the Gov- 
ernment schools. (George S. Skilton in Numisma). Silver and copper. 
Size 37. 

21. Obdverse. Fine head of Carlotta in profile to the left, the hair curi- 
ously arranged in broad bands. Legend: to left m. carLora and to right, 
EMPERATRIZ everse. Within an oak wreath the inscription in three lines At | 
MERITO | CIviL below the wreath s. nN. G. Silver. . Size 14. 

It seems not improbable that this beautiful littlke medal may have been 
intended for presentation to the recipients of the Order of San Carlos which 
was instituted by the Empress, to be bestowed upon ladies distinguished for 
their charities and other estimable qualities. It is the only medal I have seen 
bearing the likeness of the Empress alone. The initials show the reverse was 
the work of Navalon. 

1 There is nothing on the piece to show the origin of in Mexico was in the hands of the clergy of the Roman 
this medal but the German legends (Maximilian, Em- Church, the ecclesiastical authority; this medal shows 
eror of Mexico, Charlotte, Sangeet, may perhaps the assumption of control —at least nominally — by the 


indicate that it was struck in Vienna. political or civil authority, which was inaugurated by 
2 For centuries the entire control of public education the Liberals before Maximilian went to Mexico. 
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22. Obverse. Heads of the Emperor and Empress, jugata, in profile 
to the left, almost identical with No. 15. Beneath the head of Maximilian c. 
ocaMpo G. A sprig of olive at each side. Legend: MAXIMILIANO Y CARLOTA 
EMPERADORES everse. A broad wreath of nopal leaves (?)' on the left and 
laurel on the right, the stems crossed and tied with a ribbon; on the lower 
curve of the ribbon c.0.G In the field an inscription in six lines, 12 | DE 
junio | DE 1864. | 19 | DE JuNIO | DE 1867.—the date of the arrival of the 
Emperor and Empress at the city of Mexico, and the execution of Maximilian 
at Queretaro. Silver. Size 31. 

23. Obverse. Head of Maximilian in profile to the right, almost ex- 
actly the same as No. 11, but smaller. Beneath the head a. pITTNER. (the 
name of the engraver). Legend: MAXIMILIAN I. * 19. JUNI 1867. A depres- 
sion two millimeters in width surrounding the legend, is filled with black 
enamel. Reverse. An imperial crown from which is suspended by ribbons, 
to the left, a shield bearing the arms of Austria, and to the right another with 
those of Mexico. Beneath the former in a curved line 6srerreicu [Austria], 
and beneath the latter mexico the whole surrounded by three branches of 
thorn in trefoil, the ends crossed. In the outer angles of the trefoil are three 
branches of olive. Silver and white metal. Size 33. 

24. Obdverse. Head in profile to the right, somewhat like No. 5, but 
much smaller, and the beard is not separated from the neck. Beneath the 
head a. k. (engraver’s initials, A. Kleeberg), and at the bottom a rosette. 
Legend: MAXIMILIAN I KAISER VON MEXICO Reverse. A sword and sceptre 
crossed in saltire behind an elliptical shield, imperially crowned, bearing the 
arms of Mexico with border of small pellets, and supported by griffins; be- 
low is suspended the Order chain of the Eagle. Legend: above, Gers 6. JULI. 
1832 [Born 6 July, 1832] and below, +19. sun1 1867 [Died 19 June, 1867], 
with eye for ring. Copper-gilt and tin. Size 24. 

25. Obverse. Head of Maximilian in profile to the right, similar to No. 
3, but the top of the head more round. Beneath the head a. KLEEBERG (the 
name of the engraver). Legend: MAXIMILIAN I. IMPERATOR MEHICORUM [Max- 
imilian 1, Emperor of the Mexicans.| Reverse. A monument, on the front 
of which on a sword and sceptre crossed in saltire are the Mexican arms, im- 
perially crowned and supported as in No. 24. At the side to the left is a 
branch of willow. At the base, to the right, Fame seated is facing left, in her 
right hand a trumpet; on the base to the left max, the letters terminating at 
the mouth of the trumpet. To the left of the base is a rose bush. Legend: 
above, NATUS 6. JULII 1832 below, +19. JuNtI 1867 (Dates of birth, etc., as on 
preceding). At each side is a rosette. A lined circle separates the legend 
from the field. White metal. Size 42. 





1 It is difficult to say what the engraver had in mind possibly some variety of the cactus so generally asso- 
— whether oak leaves or an indigenous tree or shrub — ciated with the Mexican arms. 
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Through an error in sending the publisher the cut for No. 13 instead of 
that for No. 9 as intended, it is deemed necessary to substitute the following 
by way of correction of the Plate. 


9. Obverse. Design and legend about the same as No. 7, but some- 
what smaller. Reverse. Nearly the same also, except that the wreath is 
heavier, and the stems at the bottom are tied with ribbon. Below the wreath 
s. N. G. (initials of engraver) ; no eye for ring. Silver and copper. Size 14. 


COINS. 


The coins of Maximilian, although issued from various mints during the 
years 1864 to 1867, are with few exceptions not plentiful, while several are of 
especial rarity; they consist of the Twenty Pesos in gold; the Peso, or dol- 
lar; the Fifty Centavos, or half dollar; the Ten and Five Centavos in silver ; 
and the Centavo, or cent in copper. | 

As to the comparative rarity of the different issues, | feel that I cannot 
do better than to quote from Mr. Skilton’s article in Mumzsma. Referring 
to the coins he says: ‘Of these, the gold piece is of greatest rarity.'. The 
design is the same as the dollar, but the dies were better finished, and the 
impressions are generally sharp and perfect. They are infinitely scarcer than 
any of the other coins, with one exception. Following in order of rarity we 
have: second, The cent struck only in 1864 at the Mexico mint: third, The 
half dollar struck at Mexico, 1866: fourth, The five and ten-cent pieces, 
struck in 1864, 1865 and 1866: fifth, The dollar, 1866 and 1867, which we 
have noticed from the mints of Mexico, Guanajuato and Potosi in 1866, and 
afterwards in Mexico only. As the Mexican dollar has always been an article 
of export from that country, it results that there is a Maximilian dollar of 1866 
which is common, and the only very common piece treated of in this article.” 

There are some trifling varieties to be found among the common dollars 
and the small silver, but as they are unimportant only one of each denomina- 
tion will be noticed. 

1. Zwenty Pesos. Obverse. Head of Maximilian, in profile to the right, 
with moustache and heavy, pointed beard. Beneath the head, on a bowed 
ribbon, NAVALON OCAMPO SPIRITU (names of designer and engravers). Legend: 
to the left, MaximILIANo and to the right, EMpERADOR A border of small pel- 
lets. Reverse. On a sword and sceptre crossed in saltire, the imperially 
crowned arms of Mexico, in an elliptical shield, supported by griffins. The 


1 The American Journal of Numismatics for April, “It is ee yy ... that there were but ninety 


1867, contains a short article entitled “Maximilian’s struck.” If t 


is be true, their great rarity is easily 
Mint,” in which the author referring to this piece says: accounted for. 
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border of the shield is laurelled, and surrounded by the Order chain of the 
Eagle; below the shield a ribbon is suspended on which are the words EQUI- 
DAD EN LA Justicia [Equity in justice, 2. e. in its administration ?] ; above all, 
the legend: mmperto Mexicano [Mexican Empire.] In the lower left margin, 
20 pEsos and opposite, at the right, 1866° %* A border of small pellets as on 
the obverse. Struck only at Mexico mint in 1886. No other mint or date 
known. Edge [lll Gold. Size 36. 

The dies for this piece were evidently prepared with great care, and were 
highly finished, and as shown above were the work of three artists, whose 
names or initials appear on several of the medals; on some of these ¢wo are 
to be found in combination, but in no previous instance are ¢hree to be found 
together except Nos. 15 and 16, on which ¢wo names appear on the obverse 
and another on the reverse. 

2. Peso, or Dollar. Oédverse. Design and legend the same exactly as 
the preceding, with slight differences of detail. Reverse. The same design 
and legend also, but in the lower left margin 1 peso and opposite, at the right, 
1866 %; the letters and figures of the date are somewhat larger. Edge 
reeded as the preceding. Silver. Size 38.' 


The dies from which this piece was struck are nearly as highly finished 
as were those above mentioned for the gold. 


3. eso, or Dollar. Designs and legends on both obverse and reverse 
exactly the same as No. 2, but differently executed as to details. The letters 
on both sides are much larger, especially on the obverse, in which the legend 
nearly touches the effigy at three points; on the reverse the date is crowded 
so as nearly to touch the lower part of the design. The dies are coarsely 
executed and lack finish. These dollars were coined in 1866 at the mints of 
Guanaxuato, Mexico and Potosi, and in 1867 at the Mexico mint only — those 
struck at the Mexico mint in 1866 being the very common variety, from which 
the engraving was made. Edge the same as No. 1. Silver. Size 38. 

4. Fifty Centavos, or Half Dollar. Odverse. Design and legend the 
same precisely as No. 2, but smaller. Reverse. The Mexican eagle in an 
imperially crowned elliptical shield, a ribbon festooned on each side at the 
top; on the border of the shield, to the left, EqguipAD EN and to the right, 
LA JUSTICIA; a five-pointed star at the bottom. Legend: at the top, IMPERIO 
MEXICANO; in the lower left margin, 50 CENT. and opposite, to the right 1866 


1 A curious legend concerning this dollar may be 


In reference to this Mr. Skilton has this to say, “ This 
found in the American Journal of Numismatics, Vol. 


story in all its details is not known to the numismatists 








XIII, p. 86, written by the late Dr. J. E. Nagle, of of 


Mount Joy, Pa., which gives an account of the breaking 
of the dies, stating that only thirty-five pieces had been 
struck, and that in striking the next piece (the thirty- 
sixth) the dies went to pieces ; that a flaw appeared be- 
fore the die broke, making a marked depression in the 
temple of the effigy; that when Maximilian was shot, a 
ball entered his temple at the exact spot indicated by 
the flaw; and that he was in his thirty-sixth year at the 
time of his execution. 


exico, but they do know that such a die did go to 
pieces after a few dollars were struck, and that subse- 
quent dies were far inferior to it in workmanshi 
They are recognizable from the legend on the obverse, 
which is in shorter letters, the surface, proof or approx- 
imately so, and the temple of the effigy much depressed.” 
The specimen from which the engraving was made 
was probably an early impression, as the indentation in 
er temple was not very deep, although plainly observ- 
able. 
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me A border of small pellets on each side, as on the dollars. Struck only 
at the Mexico mint in 1866. I have never seen a specimen of any other date 
or mint. They are extremely rare. Edge the same as No. 1. Silver. Size 
gt. 

5. Zen Centavos. Obdverse. Within a laurel wreath in four lines, 10 | 
CENT | (date) | (mint mark). Reverse. An imperially crowned Mexican 
eagle, with serpent in his beak, and standing on a nopal of ten leaves, two 
branches of olive below. Legend: above, ImpERIO MEXICANO; I have seen 
specimens from the mints of Guanaxuato, Mexico and Potosi of 1864 and 
1865, of Zacatecas struck in 1865, and of Mexico struck in 1866. I have not 
noticed any of other dates or mints, but there are doubtless others. Rims 
dentilated. Edge the same as No. 1. Silver. Size 18. 

6. Five Centavos. Obverse. Same design as last, but smaller, and the 
four lines are 5 | cENT. | (date) | (mint mark). Reverse. Design and legend 
same as the preceding, but the details are somewhat different. I have seen 
specimens struck at the mints of Guanaxuato and Mexico in 1864, 1865 and 
1866, and at the mints of Potosi and Zacatecas in 1865 only. Rims denti- 
lated. Edge the same as No.1. Silver. Size 16. 

7. One Centavo. Obverse. Within an open laurel wreath in four lines, 
1 | centavo | 1864 |™M Reverse. An imperially crowned Mexican eagle 
with a serpent in his beak, and standing on a nopal of eight leaves; at the 
bottom, two branches of olive. Legend: above, ImPERIO MEXICANO These 
pieces were struck only in 1864 at the Mexico mint; they are of the highest 
degree of rarity, and are seldom found in good condition. Rims milled. 
Edge the same as No. 1. Copper. Size 25. 

From the foregoing it will be noticed that the imperial coinage was the 
product of four mints, viz.: Guanaxuato, Mexico, Potosi and Zacatecas; that 
the copper was coined only at the Mexico mint in 1864; the small silver, from 
the first three named, in 1864, from all four in 1865, and from the first two in 
1866; the gold and the half dollar were coined only at the Mexico mint in 
1866; the dollars being from the first three named in 1866, and from the 
Mexico mint only, in 1867. 

It may be of interest in this connection to state that while not a single 
coin of the Empire bears the impress of any northern mint, dollars of the 
Republic were coined at the mints of Chihuahua and Durango, in 1865 and 
1866, — the two extive years covered by the imperial occupation. Of the 
former, specimens exist bearing the dates of 1865 and 1866, and of the latter 
that of 1865. There may be others, but those mentioned are the only ones 
known to me. 

The Republican coinage was resumed in the latter part of 1867, and I 
have seen examples from the mints of Chihuahua, Guanaxuato, Mexico and 


Zacatecas. 
(To be continued. ] 
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ROMAN MINT PICTURED IN THE HOUSE OF THE VETTII. 
(Concluded from Vol, XXXIII, p. 88.] 


Mr. TALFourRD ELy justly observes that the hammer and tongs used in striking 
the die, as shown in the Pompeian wall-painting, are large and heavy, the fact being 
emphasised by the long swing with which the Cupid fetches his blow. He farther sur- 
mises the object directly aimed at to be the upper die, held down firmly upon the 
lower one, with the blank in between, betwixt the nippers of the tongs. The suppo- 
sition is obvious and natural, and if only the picture might be dated back a few 
decades, no very serious objection could be raised. 

The Roman republican coins were—if I may make use of the expression — 
struck “free-hand,” that is, the upper die was firmly held down, either by the hand 
or a pair of stout tongs, the lower die being securely fixed. No attention was paid to 
the placing of the obverse type relatively to that of the reverse. 

But about the middle of the first century after Christ there was a change, irregu- 
lar placing becoming the exception. Under Nero, if not sooner, the method had 
certainly become fixed, the coins being struck —to use a rather illogical expression — 
in the inverted-vertical position, like the money of the present reign previous to the 
Jubilee year, 2. ¢., the impression of one side being straight up, that of the other 
straight down. Later again, under Hadrian for example, the types of both sides are 
sometimes carefully placed up together. Now, in this strictly vertical position, up or 
down, there is a very evident purpose, viz., that of order and uniformity... . In the 
working of the later Greek mints, the same method seems to have obtained (outside 
Sicily and some other regions), about three hundred years earlier. Mr. Hill suggests 
that regularity might have been attained sufficiently by the men always handling their 
working utensils in exactly the same relative position to each other from behind and 
in front of the anvil. This appears to be a satisfactory explanation in regard to the 
initial stages of the method in which regularity predominates, but does not rule. 
Later on, however, it becomes a uniform law, and we must, I think, assume that this 
could only have been effected through some mechanical contrivance by which the dies 
were connected, and which thus rendered marked irregularities of position practically 
impossible 

Our age easily overcomes difficulties of a trivial kind, such as this, by some in- 
geniously contrived piece of mechanism. But how would people set about solving it 
that do not appear to have possessed for the purpose very much beyond the com- 
monest working appliances of the smithy? To answer the question I need not go 
back two thousand years, there being a paper in the Mumismatische Zeitschrift of 
1888 that teaches us how it was done at Cologne a little more than three hundred 
years ago. A pair of stout tongs with the two dies firmly attached to the nippers 
served the purpose. The coin-blank was placed between the dies, and a blow on a 
piece of iron, projecting upward, did the business, 

Judging by the excellent photograph in my possession, I should say that this 
was the method followed by the Cupids of the picture. The lower nipper is placed 
down flat on the anvil, there being so much apparent space between it and the upper 
one, that we may easily imagine the two flat dies, firmly attached, together with the 
coin-blank lodged between. If the tongs only grasped and held the upper die in position 
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over the lower one, the lower nipper could not rest flat on the anvil. But the Cupid 
holds it so. There obviously arises this question, viz., whether the nippers, be they 
of the strongest and most solid kind, could bear the direct blow of the hammer. I 
think they would not. Yet there is a simple way out of the difficulty. A third man 
might have placed the head of a hammer with a square-shaped top, or indeed any con- 
veniently made piece of metal, on the upper nipper, thus receiving the blow on it. 
But this third person, since he contributes nothing to the dramatic effect of the 
whole, might well be omitted in the picture as unimportant or even detrimental to 
the harmonious scheme of the composition. Similarly, the process of removing the 
coin-blanks from their moulds has been left out as unessential. Possibly, also, the 
omission is unintended, since the artist, not being in the secrets of the mint, may 
never have realised the need of the third man. 

All this is conjectural; but I venture to think I am not straining probabilities 
in the endeavor to account for the fixity of position between obverse and reverse 
types. It is a solid fact, and must be faced somehow. I am, moreover, inclined to 
think that the theory is, indirectly at least, corroborated by inscriptions from the ped- 
estals of the statutes of Apollo, Fortuna, and Hercules, erected and dedicated A. D. 
115 by the personnel of an imperial mint (Corpus /uscriptionum, V1: p. 8, Nos. 42, 43 
and 44). We are informed that there were in a certain officina—in addition to the 
manager (optio) and 16 chief workmen (officinatores) — 17 die-engravers (signatores), 
11 die-placers (suppostores) and 32 mallet-men (malleatores). A number of other 
workmen, whose functions are not defined, may have worked at the furnace (flaturarii) 
and attended to the general keeping in order of the officina. The malleatores and 
suppostores —as represented by the two Cupids on the left —interest us more par- 
ticularly. It seems strange that the latter should have been in such a marked minority, 
viz., a proportion, as nearly as possible, of one to three. The picture goes only some 
way in accounting for the disparity in numbers, for it shows two malleatores and one 
suppostor engaged in the course of the whole operation. The man who, as I suppose, 
received the blow of a mate on the top of his hammer, is therefore, the malleator 
wanted in order to make up, almost exactly, the proportion of the two classes of 
workers as given in the inscription. 


Other methods of contrivance might be suggested, particularly for the striking 
of the larger and harder bronze blanks. But since such would not bear on the design 
of the picture, I refrain from entering on conjectures in this direction. 

In conclusion, I would venture on a conjecture of historical interest, although, 
doubtless, it has suggested itself already to others. ‘Might it not be supposed that 
we possess in this dainty composition a picture which is connected with the family 
history of the Vettii?' Specimens of a denarius and a quinarius with the name of the 
gens are abundant and well known, the former, struck by T. Vettius Sabinus, about 
69 B.C., with the head of Tatius, his legendary royal ancestor. Here, as in almost 
numberless instances, events from the history of the noble families form the theme of 
the republican coin types. Is it, then, too bold to suggest that the picture may have 
adorned the house of a Vettius as a memento of the ancient connection of the family 
with the mint? It would seem surprising that the central figure of the composition 
should ever have been misinterpreted as male; the error was, perhaps, due to the 


1 This interpretation, suggested by Mr. Grueber, has been published in Archaeologia, Vol. LV, p. 317. 
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masculine cast of the face and head. But if the picture bears on the family history, 
we may suppose that the features were meant to be a likeness of the ancestor and 
monetalis ; and this alone would also account for the absence of the diadem. 

Perhaps there are many such “family pictures” among the art treasures of 
Pompeii, if only we could read them aright. The even more charming companion of 
‘the Mint,” “the Race,” coursed by Cupids in chariots that are drawn by antelopes, 
may be among these, recalling, perhaps, some famous contest in the circus which was 


won by some other member of the great house. 
E. J. SELTMAN. 


P. S.— My attention has been called to M. Babelon’s “ Notice sur la Monnaie”’ 
(Grande Encyclopédie, t. xxiv). The representation of the hinged dies (p. 112), while 
establishing the fact that coins were sometimes struck by means of connected dies, as 
suggested above, renders it unnecessary to assume the co-operation of a second ma/le- 
ator in the process of striking, and thus the only difficulty in explaining this interest- 
ing painting is done away with.—e. J. s. [From the Numismatic Chronicle, London, 
1808. | 





METAL TRADING CHECKS. 


A NEw plan, which is the legitimate child of the silver craze, by which certain 
Western merchants are driving out “good money,” is described in the Mew York 
Evening Post, of April 13, 1899, as follows : — 


“The use of metal trading checks has become so general in some of the country 
districts in Minnesota as to almost supplant the use of Government coin, and a suit 
has been instituted against the stamping concern making the checks, to determine 
whether the production of them is in violation of the federal coinage laws. These 
checks are about the size of a silver quarter of a dollar. They are stamped with the 
name of the firm for whom they are made, and bear a statement that they will be 
received for a certain amount in trade, the amounts ranging from five cents to one 
dollar. Country merchants use them in exchange for produce. They are good for 
trade only at the store issuing them. But from the fact that the stores refuse to pay 
for produce in any other currency, they soon come to be accepted by all other stores, 
as the farmers selling produce have no other coin to spend. In this way their circu- 
lation becomes general in certain localities. The storekeepers maintain that as they 
have an unquestionable right to give receipts good in trade, it is immaterial whether 
they are written on paper or stamped on metal. The practice is a profitable one for 
the merchants, and it enables them to do business on borrowed capital on which they 
do not pay interest.” 


The metal on which these “trading checks” are stamped is not mentioned, and 
is a matter of little consequence, except from the numismatist’s point of view, but 
whether of silver or a less expensive material does not probably affect the legal ques- 
tion. The curious thing about it is that at a period when the farmers in Minnesota 
have just enjoyed the high tide of prosperity, having received the highest prices for 
their crops that most of them have ever known, they should allow themselves to be 
imposed upon by a currency that so closely resembles the expedients of “Hard Times.” 
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WASHINGTON MONUMENT MEDAL. 


Editors of the Journal: — 


I HAVE an impression of the Washington Monument Medal, concerning which 
your correspondent E. J. C. makes an inquiry in the Journal for July last (p. 29 of 
this volume). The monument shown is that which stands at the Green Street 
entrance to Fairmount Park, Philadelphia. It was erected by the State Society of 
the Cincinnati, of Pennsylvania, at a cost of upwards of $250,000, and was unveiled 
May 15, 1897. The die of the obverse is the same as that used for the Centennial 
Anniversary Medal struck to commemorate the inauguration of Washington as the 
first President of the United States, April 30, 1789; the initial m is that of Morgan, 
of the United States Mint. C. P. NICHOLS. 

Springfield, Mass. 


ANNIVERSARY MEDAL OF WILHELMINA. 


A FINE medal has recently been struck to commemorate the completion of the 
first year of the reign of the youthful Queen of Holland, Wilhelmina. The obverse 
shows the bust of the maiden Queen, three-quarters to left, the head in profile, and 
crowned, the shoulders draped. Legend, on the left, wiLHELMINA and on the right, 
KONINGIN 'D‘N‘ [Wilhelmina, Queen of the Netherlands.} On the reverse is a 
winged female seated, facing to the left; slight drapery falls over her knees and be- 


hind a shield with an armorial device, the point upon the ground, which is held slightly 
inclined to the right by her left hand; her right, extended, holds an olive branch. In 
the background appears a distant view of the palace at Amsterdam, and in the fore- 
ground, at the left, near the sockel, is a bunch of leaves. Legend, TER ‘ HERINNERING * 
AAN ‘ DE ‘ KRONING 'V 'H‘M‘V [In commemoration of the coronation, etc.] In ex- 
ergue, MDCCCXCVIII 

The foregoing description is from an engraving, in which the last two letters of 
the reverse legend are not sufficiently clear to be read with certainty, and the size and 
metal are not stated. ‘. 





SILVER COINAGE DISCONTINUED IN PERU. 


SILVER has been minted in Peru for nearly three and a half centuries, turning 
forth an enormous flood of that metal. Indeed, with Mexico, this country was its 
principal source during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries ; but within the last 
year the Peruvian Mint has been closed, a historic incident of much interest in that 
country, though the institution has not been run even on half time for a long period, 
Its output gradually dwindled away till its continuance was no longer of any practical 
use, and so it has finally been closed and gone out of business, leaving a proud record 
behind it. It is interesting to notice in this connection that gold discoveries are 
reported in that country, destined perhaps to pour out wealth like Potosi, in which 
case the institution may have to be reopened on a new basis, and thus add a new 
chapter to its history. 
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HARD TIMES TOKENS. 


BY LYMAN H, LOW. 


{Continued from Vol. XXXIII, p. 85.) 


83. Obv. Inscription in eight lines, H M & E I. RICHARDS | MANUFACTURERS | 
* OF « | JEWELRY | NEAR THE | UNION HOUSE | ATTLEBORO | Mass. A sprig of olive (?) 
leaves at either side. All the lines curve downward. Rev. From the same die as No. 
79. Borders 4. Edge 1. Metal AZ. Size 284. 


The firm by which this token was struck was composed of Henry Manning and E. Ira Richards, 
who were cousins; the first named was a son of Ira Richards, who originated the business of making 
jewelry at Attleboro, Mass., about 1815; the cousins were employed by him until 1830, when they 
formed a partnership under the above style, which they conducted there for a few years; they then dis- 
solved and each carried on the same business separately ; in 1837 H. M. Richards went to Philadelphia, 
and continued the same occupation there for five or six years. Later, I believe, he returned to Attleboro, 
but in February, 1863, moved to Boston, where he established himself on Green Street, and not long 
afterward admitted his son, Eugene H. Richards, into partnership; the father died July 19, 1886, but the 
son continued at the same place, with a New York office on Broadway, until very recently, when failing 
health obliged him to withdraw from the management. The junior partner, Edmund Ira, some years 
after the dissolution, admitted his son E. Ira Richards, Jr., into the firm, and opened an office in New 
York, on Nassau Street, and later on Broadway, while Frank Richards, another son, I believe, still car- 
ries on the business of his father at North Attleboro. Many thousand pieces were struck by these firms, 
and shipped in kegs to customers at prices varying from 60 to 75 cents per hundred, until the business 
was finally stopped, as Mr. E. H. Richards informed me, by the Government. He remarks that his father 
told him the pieces were early known as *‘ Bungtowns,” in that vicinity. 

Some further notes relative to the origin of this word ‘* Bungtown” have lately come to me, which 
may as well be given here. It is evident from various sources that the name, as applied to these pieces, 
was common in the vicinity of Attleboro, and the towns near Providence, R.1., more than fifty years 
ago, whether originating there or not. They are so styled in the Providence Fournal, in November, 
1848, which says in substance, that Bungtown was the name of a village otherwise called Barneys- 
ville, in Rehoboth, Mass., on Palmer’s River. ‘This was very likely the basis on which Prof. Schele de 
Vere, and Mr. John R. Bartlett in his ‘‘ Dictionary of Americanisms,” as cited by Dr. Green in the 
Fournal of Numismatics for October, 1898, made their statement that the name came from Barneys- 
ville. That village, however, was in the neighboring town of Swansea, Mass., and took its name from a 
firm or individuals of the name of Barney, who built small vessels in the early part of this century on the 
stream now known as Warren's River, which empties into Narraganset Bay. In the correspondence referred 
to, these parties are said to have cast, in sand-moulds, fac-similes of the English Halfpennies of that 
period and circulated them as Cents; to these clumsy products the name of Bungtowns was given, from 
the popular name of the village where the Barneys lived; thence the title later passed to the Hard Times 
Tokens, unquestionably so abundantly produced in that vicinity. Whether this story is true, I do not 
pretend to decide, but it is plausible, to say the least, and there is no doubt of the common use of the 
name in that neighborhood, at the time of which I am speaking. In Judd’s ‘‘ Margaret,” first published 
I believe in 1845, Bungtown Coppers are mentioned. The name, for a half century or more, has been 
used as synonymous with worthlessness, but if the foregoing account (which was written some ten years 
or more ago by a gentleman who lived in that vicinity and has recently been handed me), is correct, the 
original Bungtowns were intrinsically worth more than the coins they imitated! 


84. Obdv. Same as rev. of No. 80 (S. B. Schenck.) Rev. * THIS MACHINE IS CAPA- 
BLE OF PLANING TONGING* In field, eo & wx | GROOVING, | OR JOINTING, | OR RABBIT- 
ING, | 18 FEET OF BOARDS | OR PLANK IN A | MINUTE | 1834. Borders 4. Edge 1. 
Metal A. Size 284, 20. 

85. Obv. J. HALL WALKER & WALTON In field, IMPORTERS OF | AND DEALEARS (Sic) 
IN | HARDWARE AND | SHIP CHANDLERY | N° I7 NEW LEVEE | NEW ORLEANS | 1834 
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Rev. FINE CUTLERY, | GUNS, PISTOLS, | IRON, NAILS & CASTINGS | BURR BLOCKS, | MILL 
STONES &cC. Borders 4. Edger. Metal B. Size 33. 

86. Obv. Ss. L. WILKINS | DEALER IN | BOOTS, SHOES, | & SHOE STOCK. | HATS, 
CAPS, FURS &C | 22 MERRIMACK St | LOWELL | MAss. ev. Same as No. 79. Borders 
4. Edge. Metal Ae. Size 284. 

The dies of this token were made by H. M. & E. I. Richards. 


Samuel L. Wilkins is given in the Lowell Directory as a dealer in boots, shoes, hats, etc., at No. 
22 Merrimack Street, in 1832; he advertised in the same year that he had a large assortment of French 
and American Paper-hangings. He removed to No. 21 in 1836, where he remained six or seven years, 
and then retiring from business removed to Bedford, where he resided before going to Lowell. His 
name is found in a list of ‘‘ Prominent men and firms in Lowell between 1822 and 1833,” but just when he 
began business on his own account does not appear; he was previously a clerk for a Mr. Critchett, a boot 
and shoe dealer. 

1835. 

87. Obv. 0. & P. BOUTWELL | @ | * N°7 #| GRAND | DIVISION ST. | * TROY N. 
y. *| © * 1835 *@ Rev. * BAKERS & * above, and CONFECTIONERS. below. A sheaf 
of wheat; below, « T within a circle of pellets. Borders 5. Edge 1. Metal 4. 
Size 28. 

The borders have a short pointed milling, and at a greater distance apart on 
reverse than on obverse. The dies were cut by True, of Albany.' 


**Q. & P.” are the initials of Oliver and Phardice. Oliver began business as a baker at 314 River 
Street, Troy, in 1831; in 1833 he moved to 7 Grand Division Street, and in 1836 he admitted his brother 
to partnership; the following year Oliver withdrew and in 1839 established himself as a miller near the 
‘* Sloop Lock,” continuing alone until after the Civil War. Subsequently the style was O. Boutwell & 
Son, and later the Boutwell Milling & Grain Co., which still exists. 


88. Odv. A female head ~. with coronet inscribed TRoy Fourteen stars around 
border (none below head). Rev. BUCKLIN’S INTEREST TABLES @ within a wreath of 
oak and olive leaves, 1835 | — | 7T * (both very small). Borders 4. Edge 1. Metal 
fE. Size 27%. 

Dies by True. The obverse border is coarser than that on the reverse. 


There were two die-cutters in Troy named True, — Benjamin C. and Daniel; judging by the ap- 
pearance of their names in the Directories, the first was the elder, but whether relatives or not, I have 
not found. Benjamin C. was a ‘letter cutter,” having a shop at 7 Beaver Street, and residence at 134 
Lydius Street, as early as 1832; in 1834 he is called a gunsmith, and in 1835 a die-cutter, at 7 Beaver 
Street, ‘‘ up-stairs”; in 1840 he added to his business as a die-cutter that of a ‘‘ military store keeper,”"— 
perhaps making military buttons, — and his store was 88 North Market Street, if the notes furnished me 
are correct. In 1842-4 he was in business with J. Roseboom & Co., on Church and Division Streets, 
but I have not been able to trace him further. Daniel True was a die-cutter at 48 Union Street as early 
as 1837, and continues to do business as such at various locations, in time adding that of seal engraving, 
until 1856, when he seems to have been the senior partner in the firm of True & Pilkington, and his 
address was ‘‘ Bleecker Hall;” in 1858 he was at the same location, alone; in 1868, the same name, — 
presumably the same person — appears as a die-cutter and steel engraver, on Hudson Street, and after- 
wards at 396 Broadway until 1879. The work of this engraver (whether Benjamin or Daniel is uncer- 
tain), as shown on these tokens, is not of a very high order. 


89. Odv. A female head » ill-shaped and poorly executed, inscribed TRoy with- 
in a circle of fourteen stars uniformly spaced, bringing two beneath the head. Rev. 
Same as No. 88. Borders 4. Edger. Metal At, Size 27%. 

Borders have the same difference as No. 88. Dies by True. 


1 See comments on Nos. 88 and 93. 
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90. Obv. A female head /. inscribed Troy, without stars. Rev. Same as No. 
88. Borders 4. Edger. Metal At. Size 27%. 

Dies by True. 

g!. Odv. A head similar to No. 89, but more shapely. Fourteen stars quite 
distant from edge, none directly below the bust. Rev. Same as No. 88. Borders 4. 
Edge 1. Metal At. Size 28%. 

92. Obv, BUCKLIN’S BOOK KEEPING # within a wreath of oak leaves and acorns, 
Troy | —; below, a very small head 7. Rev. Same as No. 88. Borders 4. Edge 1. 
Metal AZ. Size 274, 284. 

This piece is rarely found struck with all parts brought out, and is often badly 
centered, while the border of the obverse shows re-cutting, first appearing light and 
scant, afterwards full and heavy. For a note on Bucklin see No. 77. 

93. Obv. Same as No. 92. Rev. BUCKLIN’S INTEREST TABLES. ® and within a 
circle of fourteen stars, 1835 | — | reve acs; an ornament above and below. Borders, 
obv. 4, rev. 1. Edger. Metal Ae. Size 28. 

Why True signs himself as of Albany on this piece, I do not know. He may have had a branch 
office there, or Daniel, if this be his work, may have begun business in that city, as he is not found at 
Troy so early. It seems hardly probable that there was a third engraver of the name. 

94. Obv. CLARK & ANTHONY | JEWELERS | «&% & « | WATCHMAKERS | N° 25 & 27 | 
CHEAPSIDE | PROVIDENCE | # R. I « | 1835 a small branch at eitherside. Rev. Same 
as No. 79. Borders 4. Edge 1. Metal Ae. Size 28}. 

From the late Mr. Lorenzo D. Anthony, who died in Boston (Dorchester), March 19, 1897, I 
learned that the firm of Clark & Anthony were in business at 25 and 27 Cheapside, Providence, R. I., 
from 1827 to 1836, when it dissolved and was not continued under any other style. Mr. Clark died 
about thirty years ago. But one order was given for these tokens, of which 36,000 were struck in 
Attleboro, Mass., by H. M. & E. 1. Richards, of that town, at a cost of $270.00. It may interest the 
reader to know that while the study of the history of these tokens was in progress, a little more than a 


year before the death of Mr. Anthony, one of them was submitted to him for inspection. I believe he 
was the last survivor of the various firms and individuals who issued the pieces of this series. 


95. Ov. MERCHANTS EXCHANGE WALL STN. YORK Front view of building, with 
cupola. Below, puiLT 1827 | BURNT 1835 Rev. Same as No. 31. Borders 4. Edge 
1. Metal AE. Size 28. 


The ‘* Merchants’ Exchange” in Wall Street, New York, was begun in 1825, and completed and 
occupied May 1, 1827; until that time the ‘‘ Tontine Coffee House,” on the same street, which was built 
by the merchants in 1792, was used as a public exchange. The building as represented on the token 
differs considerably from the elaborate affair which was engraved on the ‘‘ shin-plasters” issued by the 
‘* Exchange Company” in 1837; the latter had on its front a much more ornate portico with six Cor- 
inthian columns, and the wings on either side were fronted by porticoes having six Ionic pillars sustain- 
ing a frieze and pediment. The bills advertised the office of ‘‘ The New York Joint Stock Exchange” as 
located at No. 6 Tontine Building, Wall Street, but the name Exchange finally displaced that. If we 
can trust the picture, it was surrounded by quite extensive grounds with trees and shrubbery, enclosed 
by a fence and entered by a somewhat pretentious gateway. The building was destroyed by fire Decem- 
ber 16, 1835. 
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96. Obdv. Same as No. 95. Rev. Same as No. 33. Borders 4. Edger. Metal 
fE. Size 28. 

97. Obv. Same as No. 95. Rev. Close copy of No. 33, without the dash under 
CENT Borders 4. Edger. Metal At. Size 28. 

The first upright of nN in cenT on fully one-half of this issue, is unfinished; the 
space between the left arm and the upright of T in the same word is solid, showing 
that the steel die gave way at that point in cutting, or early in use. 

98. Ov. MERCHANTS above, and EXCHANGE below. Front view of new Ex- 
change, with dome. Rev. NEW YORK JOINT above, and * EXCHANGE COMPANY ¢ below. 
In field, within a circle, N°6 | TONTINE | BUILDING | WALL | st? Borders 4. Edge 1. 
Metal AE. Size 28%, 29. 

99. Obdv. WALSH’S | GENERAL STORE | LANSINGBURGH | (N. Y) | 1835 an orna- 
ment on each side. Rev. SPEED THE PLOUGH above, and @ IT FEEDS ALL @ below. A 
plough on the ground at 7. Borders 4. Edger. Metal At. Size 28, 283. 


Alexander Walsh was one of the most prominent merchants in Rensselaer Co., N. Y., for more 
than forty years. His store was widely known as ‘‘ Walsh’s Museum,” from the extent and variety of 
his stock; his ‘‘ Plough Penny,” struck in 1835, circulated freely through all of Northern New York. 
He participated in the ceremonies on the opening of the Erie Canal in 1825 by the invitation of Gov. De- 
Witt Clinton, whom he accompanied on the first boat, and received with the other guests one of the silver 
medals struck to commemorate the event. In 1839 he entertained Henry Clay at his home in Lansing- 
burgh. He retired from business in 1846, and died August 4, 1849. He was greatly interested in agri- 
cultural matters, and a frequent contributor to journals devoted to farming and horticulture. A letter 
written by him to the New York Horticultural Society, and published in the American Mail, June to, 
1833, under the heading ‘‘ Rural Cemeteries,” led to the purchase and establishment of Greenwood Cem- 
etery, Brooklyn, as is shown by the editorial remarks printed therewith. 


100. Odv. Same as No. 99. Rev. Same as No. 79. Borders 4. Edger. Metal 
“E. Size 28, 28}. 

101. Odv, « WALSH’S | GENERAL STORE | LANSINBURG (s7c) | NEW-YORK | 
#1835 Branch with three leaves and twigs at either side. Rev. Same as No. 79. 
Borders 4. Edge 1. Metal AZ. Size 284, 283. 

The pellets around border of reverse are rather smaller than on obverse. 

The three preceding tokens were struck by H. M. & E. I. Richards. 


1836. 


102, Odv. HUCKEL BURROWS & JENNINGS In field, DEALERS | IN | GROCERIES | 
CHOICE WINES | &c &c. below, 1836 Rev. BOAT STORES | AND | SHIP CHANDLERY | MAIN 
STREET | ST LouIs Borders 2. Edger. Metal, B. and W. Size 29. 

This card is found with the name of Huckel erased on the piece. 


It has been impossible to obtain particulars concerning the various Southern and Western firms 
whose tokens have been preserved ; some of the pieces are positively known to have been struck in New 
York, others were very likely made at Waterbury, Ct., or in New Jersey, and all were probably forwarded 
by sailing vessels from New York to Southern ports through the Northern correspondents of the firms 
using them. This theory seems to be confirmed by the comparative rarity of a number of these tokens, 
as well as by their condition and the different metals in which they are found. Those of this class which 
occasionally appear may thus be supposed to be remnants or samples retained by manufacturers, which 
gradually passed into the hands of collectors. Such for example, I take it, is the preceding number, as 
well as Nos. 82, 85, and several others which need not be particularly indicated here, but tell their own 
Story. 
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103. Obv. Same as No. 75. Rev. COPY OF A GOLD MEDAL | AWARDED TO |R & 
W ROBINSON, | FOR THE BEST | MILITARY, NAVAL, | SPORTING, | & PLAIN FLAT | BUT- 
Tons | 1836 Allin curved lines. Borders 4. Edge 1. Metal AE. Size 284. 

The F in oF and the E in MEDAL seem to have been destroyed in cutting, as on 
all I have seen these letters appear as blocks. 

104. Obv. Same as No. 75. Rev. A good copy of No. 103, but the words and 
lines are differently spaced, and the date further from suTtons. Borders 4. Edge 1. 
Metal ZZ. Size 28, 284. 


{To be continued. ] 





THE MEDALS, JETONS, AND TOKENS ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE 
SCIENCE OF MEDICINE. 
BY DR. HORATIO R. STORER, NEWPORT, R. I. 
(Continued from Vol. XXXIII, p. gs.) 


AGAIN there are new or undescribed medals to be inserted. 
IV. SOUTH AMERICA. B. 2. Hospitals. 

Paraguay, Asuncion. 

1407. Obdverse. CENTENARIO DEL HOSPITAL | 17 (with twigs) | DE | JuNio | DE| 
1888 | (beneath: A VERA) | DE CARIDAD 

Reverse. FUNDACION | *—¥* | (an anchor, cross, and heart; by the last: A-v) | 
17 DE JUNIO DE 1788 

Silver. 20. 30mm. Weyl Cat., 11 April, 1899, No. 4028. 

Peru, Lima. 

1408. Odverse. Arms of the city. Inscription: CIUDAD DE LIMA 

Reverse. TESTIMONIO DE GRATITUD POR SERVICIOS PRESTADOS A LOS HERIDOS 
(wounded) EN LA GUERRA CON CHILE I881. 

Silver. 22. 34mm. Baer Cat., Jan., 1899, No. 139. 


V. THE UNITED STATES. B. 2. Aospitals. 


New York. 

Besides No. 643, there is the following : 

1409. Odverse. Within a wreath of poppy heads, a stork, to left, with one leg 
flexed. Inscription: TRAINING SCHOOL FOR NURSES’ Below, upon a folded band: 
BELLEVUE 

Reverse. Blank. 

Gold. With pin attachment. Century Magazine, Nov., 1882, p. 47, fig. 


F. a. Dentists. 


Francis L. Brigham (1802-1845), of New Bedford. 

This person, whose profession from 1836 until his death is given upon the author- 
ity of Mr. Lyman H. Low,' had been previously in the dry goods business, and issued 
two well known tokens, very similar to each other, relating thereto. It is unnecessary 
here to describe them. 


Dr. Thomas Wiltberger Evans (1823-1897), of Philadelphia and Paris. 

1410. Obdverse. Bust, three-quarters facing and to left. Inscription: pr. 
THOMAS W EVANS pps. At the left of bust: HIS woRK | WAS WELL | DONE At the 
right: DIED NOV 4 | 1897 | & 75 


1 The Journal, Jan., 1899, p. 83. 
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Reverse. Blank. 

Plaster. Cast from a carved mold. Oval. 64x96. t1oox15omm. J/tems of 
Interest (Dental Magazine), XX, No. 10, Oct., 1898, p. 732, fig. 25. In the Govern- 
ment collection. 

Dr. John Greenwood (1760- ), of New York. 

1411. Odverse. Within an oval, bust, to left. Inscription: DR. JOHN GREEN- 
WOOD . SURGEON DENTIST TO GEO. WASHINGTON . BORN 1760, 

Reverse. Blank. 

Plaster. Rectangular. 78x98. 122x153mm. /dzd, fig. 28. In the Govern- 
ment collection. 

Dr. William Thomas Green Morton (1819-1868), of Boston. 

1412. Odverse. Bust, to right, slightly facing. Inscription: THE FIRST TO AD- 
MINISTER SULPHURIC ETHER TO A HUMAN | BEING FOR THE PURPOSE OF DESTROYING PAIN 
1846 Beneath: DR. WILLIAM G. T. (sic) MORTON. 

Reverse. Blank. 

Plaster. Oval. 64x96. 100x15omm. /d?d,, fig. 27. In the Government col- 
lection. 

Dr. A. P. Southwick ( -1878), of 

1413. Odverse. Bust, facing. Below: DR. A. P. SOUTHWICK, M. D. S. | DIED 
JUNE I1 1898 

Reverse. Blank. 

Plaster. Oval. 64x96. 100 x 150mm. /d7d, fig. 26. In the Government 
collection." 

F. c. Pharmacists. 
1414. Odverse. REMEMBER | UNGAR'’S HUNGARIAN | HUNYADI ARPAD | NATURAL 


APERIENT. 
Reverse. Blank. 


Glass. Rectangular. 40x70. 6§x118mm. Inthickness: 12. 20mm. I have 
drawing from Dr. W. S. Disbrow, of Newark, N. J. 


VI. GREAT BRITAIN. A. Personal. 


Dr. Sir Joseph Dalton Hooker (1817- ), of London. 

1415. Obverse. Bust, to left. Beneath: F. BowcHER At sides: J’ D‘H*—— 
#T | LXXX 

Reverse. Blank. 

46. 72mm. Monthly Numismatic Circular, Jan., 1899, p. 3146, fig. Struck for 
the Linnaean Society of London. 





The regular sequence is now resumed. 
F.c. English Pharmacists. (Continued.) 


Newport, Cornwall. 

1416. Obdbverse. A bee-hive. WILLIAM. ROWE. 

Reverse. APOTHECARIE | W. M. R. 

Burn, p. 265, No. 1321; Williamson’s Boyne, I, p. 103, No. 51. 
Newport (Isle of Wight), Hampshire. 

1417. Obdverse. The Apothecaries’ arms. ANTHONY . MAYNARD 
Reverse. 1N . NEWPORT | A. E. M. 

lbid., I, p. 265, No. 110. 

Nottingham, Nottinghamshire. 

1418-1418a. Odverse. Arms. IOHN . BERRIDGE . IN 

Reverse. NOTTINGHAM . APOTHECARY | I. B. 

lbid., II, p. 913, Nos. §2, §3. Halfpenny and farthing sizes. 


1 The above were executed by Dr. T. S. Hitchcock, and Asst. Surg. Gen. Dallas Bache, U. S. A. 
of Oswego, N. Y., and were communicated to me by Col. 
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1419. Odverse. Arms. ROBERT . CRAMTON 

Reverse. 1N . NOTTINGHAM | HIS HALF PENY. 

/bid.,, II, p. 913, No. 65. 

1420. Obdverse. Arms. SAM. GARNER, APOTHECARY 

Reverse. OF . NOTTINGHAM | S. G 

lbid., Il, p. 914, No. 74. 

1421. Odverse. A rhinoceros. STEVEN. GARNER. OF 

Reverse. NOTTINGHAM . APOTHECARY | S. G. 

/bid., II, p. 914, No. 75. 

1422. Odverse. Arms. I10SEPH . INNOCENT 

Reverse. OF . NOTTINGHAM . 1667 | HIS HALF PENY. 

lbid., II, p. 915, No. 89. 

1423-4. Odverse. Arms. IOHN PARKER 

Reverse. 1N . NOTTINGHAM | I. M. P. 

/bid., Il, p. 915, Nos. 92, 93. Two sizes. 

1425. Obverse. Arms. BENIAMIN . RICKARDS 

Reverse. 1N . NOTTINGHAM | B. R. 

lbid., II, p. 915, No. 94. 

1426. Obdbverse. Arms. SAM, SMITH . APOTHECARY 

Reverse. OF . NOTTINGHAM | S. S. 

/bid., II, p. 915, No. 97. 

1427. Obverse. Same device. SAMUEL. SMITH 

Reverse. IN . NOTTINGHAM | S. S, 

lbid., II, p. 916, No. 100. 

1428. Obdverse. As last. 

Reverse, 1N . NOTTINGHAM . 1664 | HIS HALF PENY. 

Jbid., HU, p. 915, No. 9g. 

1429. Obverse. A rhinoceros. SAMUEL . SMITH. APOTHECA . 

Reverse. His. half | Penny . in | Nottingham | 1667 

Tbid., II, p. 915, No. 98. 

1430. Obdbverse. Arms. HENRY. TRUMAN 

Reverse. IN . NOTTINGHAM . 1664 | HIS HALF PENY. 

lbid., II, p. 916, No. 102. 

Oxford, Oxfordshire. 

1431. Obdverse. Arms. WILLIAM . POTTER 

Reverse. APOTHECARY. IN. OXON Within field: p | w A joined by scroll work. 
(w. A. P. Boyne; R. w. A. Duisburg). 

Thott, Thesaurus numismatum, II, p. 229, No. 2061; Rudolphi, p. 127, No. 528; 
Kluyskens, II, p. 521; Duisburg, p. 228, DCIV ; Williamson’s Boyne, II, p. 933, No. 
161. In my collection. 

Pershore, Worcestershire. 

1432. Obdbverse. Arms. EDWARD. PERKINS. HIS. HALF, PENY 

Reverse. OF , PERSHORE . APOTHECARY . 1664 | E. P. 

Cotton, Coins, etc., of Worcestershire, p. 88, No. 58; Williamson’s Boyne, II, p. 
1282, No. 89. 

Plymouth, Devonshire. 

1433. Obverse. Arms. MARGRET . EATON 

Reverse. IN . PLIMOUTH . 1665 | M. E 

lbid., 1, p. 153, No. 247. 

Preston, Lancashire. 

1434. Obverse. Arms. IOHN .CADMAN. OF. 

Reverse. PRESTON . AND. GARSTANG | HIS. HALF . PENY . 1668 . 

lid. 1, p. 410, No. 101; Golding, /oc. ctt., p. 45, No. 83. 
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Ruthin (County Denbigh), Wales. 

1435. Obdverse. Arms. BASIL . WOOD . APOTHECARY 
Reverse. IN RVTHIN . HIS . PENCE. (16)65 | 1° 
Williamson’s Boyne, II, p. 1195, No. 69. 

Salisbury, Wiltshire. 

1436. Odbverse. IOHN . HANCOCK. IN. NEW | I. H. 
Reverse. A Turk’s head. SARVM . APOTHECARY 
lbid., II, p. 1245, No. 194. 

Saxmundham, Suffolk. 

1437. Obdverse. Arms. 1. 1. (two farthings) | IOHN . HUNT . APOTHECARY 
Reverse. IN .SAXMONDHAM . 1669 | 1 E H (conjoined). 
lbid., 11, p. 1097, No. 284. 

Sheffield, Yorkshire. 

1438. Odverse. Arms. GILBERT . HOLDSWORTH 
Reverse. IN . SHEFFIELD . 1670 | HIS HALF PENY . 
lbid., II, p. 1340, No. 328. 


{To be continued. ] 





A MARTINIQUE TOKEN. 
Editors of the Journal: — 

Apropos of the interesting series now publishing in the Journal on the Hard 
Times Tokens of our own country, I take pleasure in sending you a Token of 
Martinique, struck in some alloy, of which copper appears to be the chief constituent. 
The size of the piece is 26 mm., so that the intrinsic value can not be very much less 
than that of the piece it represents, at the current price of silver when it was struck 
The obverse shows the draped bust of a female figure with a necklace of pearls about 
her neck ; a slight drapery is thrown over her shoulders, which are otherwise bare, but 
the top of the sleeve and bodice appear; her hair is braided and she wears a singular 
head-dress, between a coronet and a turban, but gracefully arranged. Legend, sepa- 
rated from the device by a circle, on the left, REPUBLIQUE; a six-pointed star over the 
head, and FRANCAISE on the right; within the circle, COLONIE DE LA on the left, and 
MARTINIQUE on the right. On the reverse is a wreath of laurel on the left and palm 
on the right, the stems crossed and tied with a double bow of ribbon, enclosing the 
inscription in three lines, BON POUR | I FRANC | 1897; just above the knot in very 
small letters, A. BORREL Legend, CONTRE-VALEUR DEPOSEE AU TRESOR Borders, 
crenelated. 

This reverse legend therefore shows that the piece is simply a token for con- 
venience, virtually corresponding to our silver certificates, with the difference that 
this is of metal while ours are of paper. It is difficult to understand why these 
tokens were uttered, and the reverse legend seems to indicate that there was a 
similar stringency in Martinique in 1897 to that in the United States in 1837-40, 


requiring the use of Necessity-money. N. 
® 





MARYLAND has honored her son, Admiral Schley, by presenting him an elegant 
medallic decoration, brilliant with more than three hundred diamonds. The obverse 
has the arms of the State, in gold enriched with enamel. The reverse has an outline 
of the Admiral’s flag-ship, the Brooklyn. The whole affair, rich with gold and gems, 
is no doubt very elegant from the jeweler’s point of view, and as a gift, generous, but 
we should suppose, a very white elephant for the gallant sailor. 
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MASONIC MEDALS. 
[Continued from Vol. XXXIII, page 66.] 

MCVII. Obverse, On the field is an ornate G behind the square and 
compasses extended, the points of the latter upward; above the angle of 
the square is the radiant All-seeing eye, with a crescent moon and stars on 
the right and the meridian sun on the left; on the right, extending from the 
end of the square to the right point of the compasses, is a ladder, and on the 
left, in a similar position, a rule (?); in the centre of the field, a level, the 
top of which appears above the joint of the compasses and the plummet 
below; beneath the G are the open Bible in the centre, a trowel on the left, 
a gavel and mason’s hammer on the right, and an apron (?) decorated with 
the square and compasses at the bottom; two short pillars with ornate capitals 
form the sides. Legend, on a circular band above, extending from one pillar 
to the other, AMOR, HONOR ET JustITIA. [Love, honor and justice]; on the left 
arm of the square, Nous vivons and on the right, suR L’ EQUERRE. [We live 
upon the square.| The lower edge is formed by a semi-circular band, left 
plain for engraving; an ornate loop, pierced, at the top of the planchet. 
Reverse, The sides are formed by two pillars, as on the obverse, from which 
springs an arch, masoned, with a keystone at the top; from the base of the 
keystone hang the compasses, the points extended upon an arc, and enclos- 
ing the meridian sun; on the right is a sword, its hilt near the terminal of 
the arc and the point near the keystone; a ribbon floats from the joint of the 
compasses to right and left; under the arc is a radiant equilateral triangle, 
the point in base between the two smaller squares of the forty-seventh prob- 
lem of Euclid; the larger square rests upon the sockel; on the left of the 
problem is a rule and square, above which is an open right hand, palm to the 
front; on the left, the crescent moon, stars, a ladder of three rounds, and a 
closed hand grasping an indistinct object; the exergue is filled with a mosaic 
pavement. Legend, on the lower edge, viRTUTE ET SILENTIA [In virtue and 
silence]. The symbols and working tools which crowd the field are entirely 
out of proportion to each other, so that the rule may be meant for a ladder 
on the obverse and wice versa, thus giving a very quaint effect to the devices. 
Silver, probably a cast, and very rare. Length 31, width 25, as engraved.’ 

MCVIII. An “open medal” (struck on a thin planchet and the field 
removed) resembling the “ Price Medal” (LXI) but from a different die, and 
with some of the emblems differently arranged. Obverse, A ring on which 
AMOR HONOR ET JustiT1A [ Love, honor and justice], on the upper portion. N 
on the left, — at the top between Honor and £1, s on the right and w at the 
base ; from the inner edge of the ring at the base rise two short pillars, the 
bottoms plain, the upper half fluted, surmounted by ornate capitals, on the 


1 For my knowledge of this I am indebted to Bro. itself is in the Kenning collection, and very likely dates 
W. J. Hughan, who sends me an engraving. The piece from the middle of the last century. 
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top of which is a level; the square is placed angle upward, and the compasses 
(but not the Bible as in LX1) above the pillars; the joint of the compasses 
and the top of the level, together, nearly in the centre; a ladder of nineteen 
rungs rises diagonally upward from the base of the left pillar, surmounting 
the base of the level, and touching one arm of the square which is longer 
than the other; a plummet on the right drops from the top of the ladder and 
its base rests on the corner of the Bible — of which the back is shown ; the 
crescent moon in the space between the plummet and ring; a trowel from the 
base of the right pillar touches the ladder with its point; on the right is a 
radiant sun with human face, resting on the handle of a gavel, which is placed 
perpendicularly, its head nearly reaching the capital of the left pillar; a single 
pen above a scroll in the space at the left. Reverse, Similar to the obverse, 
but the ladder becomes a 24-inch gauge, surmounted by the left arm of the 
level; the Bible has conventional lines or verses. Legend, above, on the 
left, A M and 5766 on the right, the All-seeing eye between; below, sir Lux 
ET LUX FulT. [Let there be light and there was light.| A loop at the top for 
aribbon. Silver. Size 20.' 

MCIX. Obverse, Her Majesty Queen Victoria in royal robes, enthron- 
ed, crowned and facing; in her right hand the “ sceptre with the dove,” and 
in her left the ‘‘ mund”; the back of the throne has the British lion on its top 
at the right and the unicorn on the left; above is a radiant circle enclosing a 
five-pointed star; in the foreground, on the right of the Queen, and on the 
front step of the dais on which the throne is placed, stands the Prince of 
Wales, facing slightly to the left and vested as Grand Master, the gavel 
in his right hand, his left behind him; on her left stands the Duke of Con- 
naught, also in Masonic costume, with a gavel in his right hand and his left 
resting upon his hip; he turns slightly toward the Queen; in exergue, an 
ornamental device of leaves, etc. Legend, on a band separated by a line 
from the field, and divided at the top by the rays above the throne, To com- 
MEMORATE THE 60TH YEAR OF H-M- THE QUEEN’S HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS REIGN. 
Reverse, The arms of the United Grand Lodge of England, dexter, those of 
the ‘‘ Moderns,” the compasses extended on a chevron between three castles, 
and sinister, quarterly, the arms of the “Ancients,” a lion, ox, man and eagle, 
etc., as frequently described ; crest, the ark of the Covenant between cheru- 
bim ; supporters, two cherubim, their wings next the shield elevated and the 
tips joining above the crest; motto, on a ribbon with triple fold, on the outer 
folds of which stand the supporters, AuDI vIDE TACE a word on each fold 
[ Hear, see, be silent]. Beneath, in small letters, kKeNNING (the publisher). 
Legend, separated from the field by a double circle, above H. M. THE QUEEN, 
CHIEF PATRONESS R. M. I. G. and below, completing the circle, G. PATRON . R. M. 

1 In the Lawrence collection. This is of English the crowded arrangement and curious lack of propor- 


origin, and may be the Creigh piece mentioned in Note tion between the emblems, marks all the English 
20to XXXIII. This is in remarkably fine condition; medals of this period. 
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[. B.". V. PATRON. R. M. B. 1. (The abbreviations indicate the Charitable Masonic 
Asylums for girls, boys, etc.) Bronze. Size 48.' 

MCX. Obverse, The arms of the Grand Lodge of New Brunswick: 
Per pale, dexter, gules, a chevron argent, between three pine trees proper ; 
sinister, quarterly, azure and or, a cross quarterly (probably argent and vert, 
but the colors are not indicated) between the quarters: in the first quarter a 
lion rampant, or: in the second an ox passant sable: in the third a man with 
hands elevated, vested vert, and robed gules, lined with ermine (the medal 
does not attempt to show the colors of the dress, but I follow the arms of the 
Grand Lodge of England from which these are derived): in the fourth an 
eagle displayed or. Crest, an ark, on either side, cherubim proper, kneeling, 
with the motto above in Hebrew, ‘‘ Holiness to the Lord.” Supporters, on 
either side, cherubim proper. Motto, on a ribbon under the arms, auDI 
VIDE TACE | Hear, see, be silent]. Legend, above, CENTENNIAL OF FREEMASONRY 
and below, NEW BRUNSWICK. Reverse, The arms of the Province, but the 
charges only, without the colors, are given: Quarterly, 1. A fish naiant in 
chief, in the field a barrel and other devices not distinct enough to 
be made out. 2. The sun in splendor over a forest of pines. 3. A ship 
under full sail, to the dexter side. 4. Two beavers one above the other. 
Crest, the royal crown of Great Britain. Supporters, on either side, a stag 


salient proper. Motto, 0 FORTUNATI QUORUM JAM MOENIA suURGUNT. [O happy 
people whose walls are now rising: Aeneid, 1: 437.] Legend, the dates 
above, 1784, and below 1884, in Roman numerals. This medal was sus- 
pended by a swivel and chain to a clasp. Silver, bronze, and white metal. 
Size 24 nearly.’ 





A SYRACUSAN MEDALLION. 
(From LES TROPHEES by J. M. de Heredia.) 
ETNA matures e’en now the golden purple wine, 
Of which, in days long gone, Theocritus drank deep; 
Yet vainly would the poet now his vigil keep 
For those of whom his verses sang the grace divine. 
Fair Arethusa, by quick turns an honored bride 
Or slave despised and spurned, losing her clear-cut face, 
Finds mingled in her veins, of Greek blood scarce a trace, 
But Saracenic fire, with lordly Angevin pride. 
Time ruins all. O’er shattered tower and shrine we muse. 
Bright Akragas lies shadow-like, while Syracuse 
Sleeps ’neath the azure shroud of her indulgent sky. 
Alone the metal, which love’s skill could glorify, 
Has kept, in full perfection on a coin displayed, 
The deathless beauty of a pure Sicilian maid. ne 
1 Struck in London on the occasion of the Queen’s 1 Struck for the celebration of the Centennial of the 


“Diamond Jubilee.” Grand Lodge of New Brunswick; I have been informed 
that the dies were made in Philadelphia. 
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MEDAL FOR THE VICTORY AT MANILA. 


A FINE medal has been struck in commemoration of the brilliant victory of 
Admiral Dewey over the Spanish fleet in Manila Bay, May 1, 1898, impressions of 
which are to be given to each officer and man who was engaged in the battle. The 
obverse has a fine bust of the Admiral in profile to right, in uniform; the field above 
his shoulders is filled with an inscription, in ten lines, all but the first divided by the 
bust (the separation we indicate by a short dash, which does not appear on the piece) : 
THE GIFT | OF — THE | PEOPLE — OF THE | UNITED — STATES | TO THE — OFFICERS | AND 
MEN — OF THE | ASIATIC — SQUADRON | UNDER THE — COMMAND | OF COM — MODORE | 
GEORGE — DEWEY Under the last word on the right is an anchor within a wreath, and 
a five-pointed star below. Border pearled. Reverse, A sailor, facing, naked to the 
waist, with a handkerchief confining his hair, tied behind ; he is seated on a gun; his 
arms are extended, and he grasps a staff, from the right of which a flag falls across 
his knees and downward behind the muzzle of the gun; his feet are bare, the right 
resting on a rope beneath the gun, and the left upon a small tablet, designed, we pre- 
sume, to receive the name of the recipient. Legend, IN MEMORY OF * THE * VICTORY ° 
OF MANILA BAY, At the bottom, completing the circle and curving to the edge, on 
the left of the tablet, May 1 and on the right, in similar position, 1898. Border plain. 
Our description is made from a photogravure in a recent number of J/unsey's Maga- 
zine. The figure is well conceived and the whole execution very creditable to the 
designer, — Daniel Chester French. 





ANNUAL ASSAY MEDALS OF THE UNITED STATES MINT. 


By EDMUND J. CLEVELAND. 
(Continued from Vol. XXXIII, p. 88.] 

39. 1899. Obdv. Civilian bust of the President to left, dividing the legend 
WILLIAM | M°KINLEY. ev, Shield of the United States charged with a balance (typi- 
cal of the work of the Assay Commission) ; below, an American eagle volant ; above, 
for a crest, the bust of Minerva to left ; the shield and crest within, and the wings of 
the eagle overlapping a wreath of laurel, outside of which the legend: UNITED STATES 
MINT above, ANNUAL ASSAY 1899 below. Silver. Size 21. 334mm. 

Of No. 3, of this series, 1867, trial impressions were struck in nickel. Nos. 5, 
1869, and 9, 1871, were struck in silver, and 37, 1897, and 38, 1898, in bronze. My 
thanks are again due to Col. Bosbyshell for assistance in the description. 





NOTES AND QUERIES. 


THE United States Government proposes to aid the Commissioners in charge of erecting 
the LaFayette Monument by striking a special issue of fifty thousand pieces of the nominal 
value of a Dollar. These will have on the obverse the heads of Washington and LaFayette, 
and on the reverse a representation of the Monument to be erected at Paris. The only legend 
will be the customary UNITED STATES OF AMERICA with something to indicate that it is a special 
issue, but the exact words have not been fully decided upon. The design accepted was by 
Charles E. Barber, the Engraver at the Philadelphia Mint, and we learn that the Treasury 
officials regard it as eminently successful. Some difficulty has arisen about the date which is 
to be placed upon the pieces; the Commisioners are anxious to get them as soon as possible, 
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in order to place them on the market, and yet they are said to wish them dated 1g00. As this 
is contrary to the practice of the Government, as well as to numismatic precedent, Secretary 
Gage has not yet consented, and it is to be hoped he will not do so. Congress has appropri- 
ated $25,000 for the purpose of striking the coins, and out of this gift and the enthusiasm of 
collectors, the Commissioners expect to receive $100,000; but with the memories of the Colum- 
bian souvenir Half-Dollar and the Isabella Quarters, to say nothing of the recent advance in 
the value of silver, we doubt if the hopes of the Commission will be realized. M. 


DOLLARS OF 1808. 

In the Catalogue of Chapmans’ Seagrave Sale, (Lot 237,) June 30, 1898, it is stated 
that only 860 proof sets, and zo other standard dollars, were coined at the United States Mint 
in 1895. Is this statement correct, and on what authority is it made ? gE, j. C 


OBITUARY. 


EDOUARD FROSSARD. 

Ir is with deep regret that we record the death of Mr. Ed. Frossard, which 
occurred at his home in Brooklyn, N. Y., on the evening of Wednesday, 12 April, 
1899. He had been confined to his house for several weeks by an attack of rheuma- 
tism, but no serious result was apprehended until a short time before his death, when 
the disease took an unfavorable turn; complications arising, he failed rapidly, and 
after great suffering passed away. 

Mr. Frossard was born in Switzerland, near Lake Leman, in 1838, according to 
a sketch of his life in ‘The Numismatist,” published in 1892. Receiving a good 
education in his native land he came to America in early manhood, and became a 
teacher of languages in Brooklyn, N. Y. When the Civil War broke out, he enlisted 
in the 31st N. Y. Volunteers, in which he served with distinction; he was several 
times named in General Orders for bravery in battle, and was promoted from lieu- 
tenant to acting colonel, and served for about six months as Judge Advocate of a 
General Court Martial at Fort McHenry, Baltimore. A wound, received at St- 
Mary’s Heights, finally obliged him to relinquish his commission, and he returned 
to Brooklyn and resumed his profession, teaching in the Young Men’s Christian 
Association Classes for a time, and establishing a school at Irvington-on-the-Hudson. 

In 1872 he became interested in numismatics, and for a time edited the Cozn 
Collector's Journal and later published the bright little paper Mumzsma, and finally 
returning to Brooklyn became a dealer in Coins and Medals, conducting more than 
a hundred successful sales, devoting the last years of his life to this business. He 
was recognized as an authority in the departments to which he chiefly devoted his 
attention, and was remarkably expert as a Cataloguer. He published a Monograph 
on United States Cents and Half Cents, which attracted considerable notice for its 
careful descriptions, and was the author of several brochures on Coins and Medals, — 
his latest work being a descriptive list of the varieties of the series of Franco- 
American Jetons, which was published only a few months ago. 

His acquaintance with foreign dealers enabled him to secure consignments of 
many valuable pieces from abroad, and collectors of Masonic, Medical, and Historical 
Medals often availed themselves of his services in enriching their cabinets. One 
of his latest enterprises was the securing of the original sketches and portraits 
of Revolutionary celebrities, made by Trumbull, together with numerous valuable 
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historical relics of the period, gathered by that artist; in these he was greatly 
interested, and a large portion of them he disposed of to collectors, not long before 
his death, to the satisfaction of those with whom he dealt. 

Mr. Frossard was an active member of the American Numismatic and Archzo- 
logical Society, and of U. S. Grant Post, G. A. R., many members of which attended 
his funeral. His interment was at White Plains, and was conducted by Solomon’s 
Lodge, of which he was also a member. He leaves a wife and two children, one of 
whom continues his father’s business. 


HENRY GRISWOLD SAMPSON, for many years a dealer in coins and medals, at 
Broadway and Fulton Streets, New York City, and at one time enjoying a large auc- 
tion patronage, died of pneumonia at his home 227 Hayward Street, Brooklyn, in Feb- 
ruary last, aged §9 years. He was born at Grand Island, Vermont. He leaves a wife, 


but no children. 
SE ET OT TERE REN EER CEL SG TO 


EDITORIAL. 


THE NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE, LONDON. 


THE London Vumismatic Chronicle, Part I, for 1899, reached us April 15. It contains 
an interesting discussion on the seated figure and its adjuncts, as seen on certain silver coins of 
Rhegium, by Mr. E. J. Seltman, whose valuable paper on the picture of a Roman Mint in the 
House of the Vettii, which appeared in a recent number, we have reprinted in the Journa/,— 
concluded in this issue. There is an article on the Swiss Bracteates in the British Museum by 
Mr. C. R. Peers, and a very full account of the Coinage of the Isle of Man, written by Dr. 
Philip Nelson, which covers fifty pages: these two articles are fully illustrated. 

Mr. Nelson discusses at some length the origin of the curious emblem of the Island—the 
triquetra or triskelis, three mailed legs flexed and conjoined at the thigh—and mentions one 
of the theories suggested to explain its adoption there, saying that it has been attributed to 
Alexander III, of Scotland, King of Man and the Islands, 1266-1286, who married a sister of 
the Queen of Sicily, so that by this alliance the ancient Sicilian emblem was carried thither. 
This is interesting, and we think will be new to most American collectors: but we are hardly 
prepared to accept his suggestion, if we understand him correctly, that this device as used 
either in Sicily or the Isle of Man, had reference to the geographical position of either of these 
islands, as to the neighboring countries, which he seems to imply is corroborated by the legend 
QUOCUNQUE GESSERIS [ feceris] stABIT. So far as Sicily is concerned, we are disposed to adhere 
to the old belief, which is based on the account which has come down from Pliny’s time, — 
who tells us that Sicily derived its name “Trinacria” from its three principal promontories, 
Pelorus, Pachynus, and Lilybaeum, — and to find in the triskelis, as used in Sicily, either an 
allusion to these cliffs, or a modification of the swastika (the cross with four arms each bent at 
an angle), both of which explanations are mentioned by Mr. Nelson, but that of the reference 
to Trinacria’s promontories he rejects, except as “a secondary attribution.” His arguments 
do not convince us; probably he does not seriously attach any great importance to the geo- 
graphic significance himself, for he cites well-known instances of an earlier use of the device 
on coins of other places — Aspendus for example, in Pamphylia, Asia Minor, on which he finds 
the first humanized form of the symbol as early as 500 B. C., but where the geographic posi- 
tion of the city has no perceptible bearing, and Mr. Nelson claims none. Sir Charles Fellows’ 
“Coins of Ancient Lycia,” on which the device in various forms was often used, and M. Six’s 
learned paper in the Revue Numismatique in 1886, show clearly enough, were that necessary, 
that the triskelis did not originate in Sicily; but neither Mr. Nelson nor anyone else to our 
knowledge pretends that it did. Schliemann frequently found it in his excavations at Troy and 






































a 








132 AMERICAN JOURNAL .OF NUMISMATICS. [APRIL, 1899. 
occasionally at Mycenae (see p. 77 of his Explorations at the latter site), and a Sanscrit and 
a Chinese origin have been claimed for it; it is doubtful if any other symbol can boast a 
greater antiquity. 

We may therefore believe, that the peculiar outline of the coast of Sicily suggested its 
adoption there, just as in mediaeval times some familiar charge well known to heralds, and long 
in use, was adopted by a knightly family, with a “difference” in tincture or position in its 
arms. ‘To this Mr. Nelson, as already remarked, would probably agree, for he does not claim 
that geographic location has any general bearing on the use of the device and possibly regards 
its appearance on the coins of Man as a mere coincidence; and ‘he further observes that the 
idea that this singular figure had a phallic origin ‘is fairly feasible.” 

We should have been better pleased with his paper had he given due credit to an 
American cataloguer, who is also a fellow-member of the London Society, for first calling 
attention to a piece belonging to this series, —a date (1721) and variety which had until then 
escaped notice,— and to whom we have reason for believing Mr. Nelson was indebted for his 
knowledge of its existence. See Lot 85, page 10, of the Bartlett-Warner Sale, catalogued by 
Mr. Lyman H. Low, printed in January last, and sold February 20, 1899. ‘This is described 
in the Chronicle, page 52, without credit, by Mr. Nelson. 

INTERNATIONAL NUMISMATIC CONGRESS. 

Iv is proposed to hold a Numismatic Congress in Paris during the coming Exposition of 
1900, now preparing in that city. The Societé francaise de Numismatique of Paris has issued 
the preliminary call for this Congress, which will assemble in June of next year; and in order 
to give the needed time for the preparation of papers, and to make the necessary arrange- 
ments therefor, it invites those who desire to participate, to forward the titles of the subjects 
they desire to discuss, in order to give them a place on the programme, and thus render all 
possible aid in making the Congress a success. It is also planning to publish a full account 
of the sessions, and the memoirs presented, in a volume, of which the subscription price has 
been fixed at 20 francs. The general arrangements for this Congress have been entrusted to 
an excellent commission, of which the Count de Castellane has been named President, M. 
de Marchéville Vice-president, assisted by MM. Louis Blancard and E. Lalanne. M., J. 
Adrien Blanchet, the accomplished editor of the Society’s journal, has been appointed Secre- 
tary-general of the Commission, and may be addressed at 164 Boulevard Pereire, Paris, 
France. We hope that American numismatists, who may contemplate a visit to the Exposi- 
tion, will time their arrival so that they may have an opportunity to participate in the sessions, 
which promise to be of great interest to the lovers of the science. 


THE ASSAY MEDALS. 

By an oversight we neglected to say, in the last number, that the description of the 
Assay Medal, there given, was designed to correct an earlier description in the same volume, 
where an error occurred in stating the size, due to a misunderstanding. The correct size is 
21 American scale, or 334mm., and all the Assay Medals are hereafter to be struck of uniform 
size ; it is also in contemplation to strike a few impressions for collectors. This is certainly a 
step in the right direction, although we think that a far better defence might be made for 
restricting the Assay Medals to the members of the commission annually appointed to visit 
the Mint, and to the officials chiefly interested,— with a possible extension of the gifts to 
similar officials abroad,—than can be adduced in support of the policy, so long adhered to 
at the Mint, of defying the positive direction to supply incorporated Numismatic Societies 
with specimens of pattern pieces when requested. With regard to the latter point the posi- 
tion of the Yourna/ is well known, and the only reply to its arguments that ever has been, or 
that can be made, is the curt question of Tweed, ‘ What are you going to do about it?” Un- 
fortunately we can only protest. 
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Contributions from those interested in the science 
will be cordially welcomed, and the largest possible 
liberty granted to correspondents; but the publication 


of such articles in the Journal cannot be held to be an 


endorsement by the Editors of the views expressed. 


